
“Investing in Giving for Jesus”
2 Corinthians 9

Principles of Investing in Giving for Jesus
Investments promised for the work of God should be set aside regularly and given willingly (2 Cor. 9:1-5)

Paul’s opening sentence in 2 Corinthians 9 reveals that the offering that Paul referenced and reminded 
the Corinthian believers of was nothing new for the church in Corinth. In fact, Paul revealed that at least a year 
has passed since the church in Corinth had promised or pledged their commitment to give to the needs of the 
saints. In the opening verses of 1 Corinthians 16, the details of the promise of the Corinthian church are 
revealed. In 1 Cor. 16:2, Paul gave the Corinthian church explicit instructions to set aside weekly their pledge 
for the offering. In 2 Corinthians 9, Paul was referencing this very pledge. He had been bragging on the willing 
generosity of the church in Corinth, and he wanted to make sure that they were still committed to fulling their 
pledge. Paul reminded them that they needed to be setting aside their gifts regularly so that when it came time 
to receive the offering, the Corinthian believers would be able to give their gift willingly rather than having to be 
asked to give what they had promised.

Big investments for the work of God will pay big dividends in the work of the God (2 Cor. 9:6)
Paul used an agricultural illustration to reveal an important spiritual principle when it came to giving for 

Jesus, which was that stingy giving would lead to stingy results while generous giving would lead to generous 
results. Just as a farmer who only sows a little bit of seed could only expect to receive a proportional harvest, a 
farmer who sows generously could expect a generous harvest. While God’s principle of return on giving was 
far greater and more eternal than just the financial, God’s expectation was that His people would give 
generously in expectation that God would grow generously the fruit of His harvest.
1. Why is it important to set aside regularly our gifts to God from the income that we regularly receive?
2. Is it okay to stop setting aside regularly our gifts to God when income is tight and unexpected expenses 

come up? Why or why not?
3. Have you ever struggled — or do you struggle now — with giving willingly to the Lord? Why?

Ways to Invest in Giving for Jesus
Give as God leads you in your heart to give (2 Cor. 9:7)

While the Old Testament specified a certain percentage of income for God’s people to give in a regular 
manner, the New Testament expanded on the basic level and approach to giving by percentage. With the Holy 
Spirit in the heart of each and every believer, Paul encouraged believers to follow the leadership of the Lord in 
their lives in order to determine their level of giving. Surely the basic Old Testament standard of ten percent 
was the starting point, but as was clear in the examples of giving among early believers in the book of Acts, 
many New Testament believers were led to give far more than ten percent to the work of Jesus in the world. 
Paul called on the believers to listen to the Lord’s direction in their giving and to give in obedience to what God 
called them to do.

Give without hesitation (2 Cor. 9:7)
Paul also told the Corinthian believers that they must not give reluctantly. Literally, in the language of 

the New Testament, God’s Word said that believers must not give from sorrow, pain, or grief. In other words, 
God did not want gifts that came out of reluctance or out of a heart that did not want to give the gift or that felt 



grief over giving the gift. The implication of the reality that God did not want gifts that were given with hesitation 
was profound, which was that God did not primarily want or need the money! God’s desire was more in the act 
of giving and reality of worship through giving in the heart of the believer.

Give because you want to give to God (2 Cor. 9:7)
If a believer gave without hesitation, then it necessarily meant that the believer was giving because he 

or she wanted to give to God. The opposite of giving out of desire was forced of compulsory giving. Paul made 
it clear that God did not desire unwilling, forced giving from His children. In fact, giving that was forced or 
compulsory was not giving at all; rather, giving that was forced or compulsory was taking. Again, Paul’s point 
reinforced the fact that God’s greatest interest was not in the money that was given but in the spiritual act of 
worship on the part of the believer who was doing the giving.

Give cheerfully for the purpose of pleasing God (2 Cor. 9:7)
Paul finished his foundational statement of New Testament, grace-driven giving in 2 Cor. 9:7 by 

encouraging the believers that “God loves a cheerful giver.” Perhaps another way to think about this truth was 
that God was well pleased with a cheerful giver or that God’s heart was made cheerful when a believer gave 
cheerfully. Paul made the point that when believers willingly and cheerfully give in obedience to how God calls 
them to give for Jesus, God was pleased. Ultimately, the truth that God was pleased with cheerful giving meant 
that giving was an act that truly impacts a believer’s relationship with God.
1. Allow one or two persons to share their testimony of allowing the Lord to lead them in their giving.
2. The gift that Paul was collecting was an offering. What’s the difference between tithes and offerings?
3. If God is primarily concerned about the act of worship in giving, how should this impact the way you give?
4. Are you giving cheerfully right now in your life? Why or why not? Pray for cheerful giving in your group.

Dividends from Giving for Jesus
Growing your righteousness (2 Cor. 9:8-10)

One of God’s principles of giving included the fact that He would supply the giver with what was needed 
to give whatever He called them to give. Surely Paul knew the danger and temptation in misinterpreting the 
truth of God’s principle of generosity in giving. There were those that would abuse this principle to promise 
people wealth and material gain if they would only give more to God. Because of this danger, God’s Word in 
these verses was critical. God made it clear that while He would provide what was needed to do His work, the 
primary dividend from giving for Jesus was to grow the harvest of the believer’s righteousness. In other words, 
the greatest reward was the work of God in and through the lives of believers who would invest in giving for 
Jesus.

Meeting the needs of the saints (2 Cor. 9:12)
There was a practical reason that Paul was taking up the collection from the church in Corinth, which 

was that the money collected was needed to provide for the needs of believers who were in need. The church 
of Jesus Christ functioned as a family, providing for and taking care of the needs of their members, and the 
offering being collected in Corinth would serve this purpose. The money that was given in Corinth would go to 
minister to real people with real needs. The money that was given in Corinth would remind those that received 
the money that God provided and cared for them. Paul told the believers that one of the dividends of giving for 
Jesus would be meeting the needs of the saints.

Giving thanksgiving to God (2 Cor. 9:11-15)
Multiple times, Paul mentioned that the gift of the Corinthian believers would lead to thanksgiving to 

God. In 2 Cor. 9:11, Paul told the believers that their giving for Jesus would lead to others giving thanks to God 
through their giving. In 2 Cor. 9:12, Paul re-emphasized the fact that their gift would lead to many people giving 
thanks to God, and in 2 Cor. 9:15, Paul himself brought into thanksgiving and praise to God for His 
inexpressible gift of grace at work in the lives of His children. In other words, Paul reminded the believers that 
one the best dividends from giving for Jesus was the glory that giving would bring to God in the world.
1. Read 2 Cor. 9:8-15 again. Television preachers will often point to a couple of these verses to promote 

financial blessing as the result of giving. Discuss how this is clearly not the primary point of these verses.
2. How is giving an act that God uses to grow us spiritually? Have you experienced this in your life? How?
3. In what ways does our church give to meet the needs of the saints?
4. How have you recently seen giving for Jesus lead to others giving thanks to God in our community?


